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Abstract 

Ghana's pursuit of stability is increasingly tested by the evolving threats of violent 
extremism and terrorism, where intelligence gathering stands at the frontline of 
national defense. This study critically examines the complexities confronting 
Ghana's security and justice administration, highlighting institutional, operational, 
and legislative dimensions in the fight against extremism. Drawing on Ghana's 
National Security Strategy (2020) and recent legal frameworks, including ACT 
1030 and ACT 1040, the analysis underscores both the promise and the 
vulnerabilities of the country's counter-terrorism architecture. It argues that 
effective resilience lies not only in legislative scaffolding but also in fostering 
coordinated intelligence systems, adaptive policy, and civic trust. Ultimately, 
Ghana's security trajectory offers crucial insights into balancing vigilance with 
democratic governance in volatile environments. 
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Introduction 

Ghana's security and justice administration stand as twin pillars of national 
resilience, tasked with preserving stability and protecting citizens from an 
expanding constellation of threats. In a turbulent regional environment where 
violent extremism and terrorism increasingly transcend borders, Ghana finds itself 
at a critical juncture. While the nation has long been viewed as an island of peace 
in West Africa, the specter of violent extremism is no longer a distant abstraction 
as looming realities are envisioned. Neighboring states across the Sahel, including 
Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger have witnessed devastating insurgencies by jihadist 
groups whose influence steadily bleeds southward, threatening to engulf Ghana's 
northern frontiers. It is within this precarious context that Ghana's intelligence 
system assumes paramount importance, as effective intelligence gathering 
represents a technical function of governance as well as the heartbeat of national 
security. 
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